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North Carolina Folk Festival to Receive $150,000 Grant

from the National Endowment for the Arts as part of the

American Rescue Plan

Greensboro, N.C., January 27, 2022 — The North Carolina Folk Festival is pleased to

announce they have been approved to receive an American Rescue Plan grant from the

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) to help the arts and cultural sector recover from

the pandemic. The Festival is recommended to receive $150,000 and may use this

funding to save jobs and to fund operations and facilities, health and safety supplies,

and marketing and promotional efforts to encourage attendance and participation.

In total, the NEA will award grants totaling $57,750,000 to 567 arts organizations in all

50 states, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Washington, DC.

“Our nation’s arts sector has been among the hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The National Endowment for the Arts’ American Rescue Plan funding will help arts

organizations, such as the North Carolina Folk Festival, rebuild and reopen,” said Dr.

Maria Rosario Jackson, chair of the NEA. “The arts are crucial in helping America’s

communities heal, unite, and inspire, as well as essential to our nation’s economic

recovery.”

“Like so many other arts organizations in Greensboro and across the country we are still

rebuilding the financial and human resources needed to reignite our public

programming, which for us includes producing a world class festival that honors and

celebrates diverse cultural traditions,” said Amy Grossmann, President & CEO. “This



funding positions us to plan for sustainability and the future visioning of our organization

so that we can continue to contribute to the cultural vibrancy of our community for years

to come.”

The North Carolina Folk Festival will use grant funds over 2 years to support operational

expenses in support of staff and crew compensation, and for performer fees to folk and

traditional artists participating in the festival and other public programs.

The American Rescue Plan was signed into law in March 2021 when the NEA was

provided $135 million for the arts sector. The funding for organizations is the third

installment providing more than $57.7 million for arts organizations. In April 2021, the

NEA announced $52 million (40 percent) in ARP funding would be allocated to 62 state,

jurisdictional, and regional arts organizations for regranting through their respective

programs. The second installment in November 2021 allocated $20.2 million to 66 local

arts agencies for subgranting to local artists and art organizations.

For more information on the NEA’s American Rescue Plan grants, including the full list

of arts organizations funded in this announcement, visit

www.arts.gov/COVID-19/the-american-rescue-plan. To learn more about the N.C. Folk

Festival, please visit ncfolkfest.com.

###

About the North Carolina Folk Festival: The North Carolina Folk Festival is a 501c3

nonprofit whose mission is to honor, celebrate, and share the meaningful ways in which

communities express their creativity and cultural traditions through music, dance, food,

crafts and other folk arts to enhance appreciation of diverse traditions and contribute to

community vibrancy and inclusivity.  Our signature event, the annual North Carolina Folk

Festival, is co-produced by the City of Greensboro and is one of the fastest-growing

destination events in the Southeast, attracting people from across the U.S. to downtown

Greensboro each September. The festival is a FREE admission, three-day event that

continues the legacy of the National Folk Festival, which was held in Greensboro from

2015–2017. In the tradition of “The National,” the North Carolina Folk Festival features

http://www.arts.gov/COVID-19/the-american-rescue-plan
http://ncfolkfest.com/


performing groups representing a diverse array of cultural traditions from around the

world on multiple stages, including continuous music and dance performances, a

makers marketplace, regional and ethnic foods, festival merchandise and more. The

2022 North Carolina Folk Festival will take place in downtown Greensboro September 9

through 11. Additional information is available at www.ncfolkfestival.com.

http://www.ncfolkfestival.com/

